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CHAPTER XTIn FLAT NEAR TEE EDGWARE ROAD

I

Ten shall we join Lady ITonoriaf
Geoffreys journey in town was not alto-

gether
¬

a cheerful ono To begin with
wept copiously at parting with her beloved

auntie a sho called Beatrice and would
not be comforW The prospect of rejoining
her and the volublo Anne had no
charms for Effie They all three got on best
apart Geoffrey himself had also much tthink about and found little satisfaction in
the thinking Ho throw his mind back over
the events of the past few weeks He re-
membered

¬

how ho had first seen Beatrice
face through the thick mist on the RRock and how her beauty had struck him
n n hu U UU U lUC LUen ne
thought of tho adventure of their shipwreck
and of the desperate courage with which she
had saved his life almost at the cost of her
ow He thought too of the scene when on
the following day he had entcre the room
where sho was asleep wandering
ray of light had wavered from her breast
his own when that strange presentiment oftthe ultIt intermingling of their lvehad
fahed upon him and when she awak ¬

enewith an unearthly greeting on her lips
by one while Effie slowly sobbed herlto silence in the corner opposite trecalled every phase and scene of their ever

growing intimacy till the review culminatedihis mysterious experenc of the past night
and the memory Beatrices parting wordThey reached London at last and a I

been arranged Anne the French bonne met
them at tho station to take Effie home Goof¬

frey noticed that she looked smarter and less
to his taste than ever However she em ¬

braced ESio with an enthusiasm which tho
child scarcely responded to and at the same
time carried on an ocular flirtation with a
ticket collector Although it was searly in
the year for fogs London wplungeia
dense gloom It had bon morn ¬

ingt Bryngolly and become more and more
the day advanced but though it W

not yet 4 oclock London was dark as night
Luckily however it inot far from Padding
ton to the the flat near the Edgware road

f where Geoffrey lived s having personally
instructed the cabman he left Anne tcon ¬

I vey Eflie and the luggage and went on to the
I Temple by Underground railway with an

easy mind
Shortly after Geoffrey reached his cham ¬

bers in Pump Court the solicitor arrived as
j habeen arranged not his uncle who wax

learned very unwell but a partner T-

his
3

L delight he then found that Beatrices ghost
L theory was perfectly accurate the boy with
t tho missing too joint had been disvcre1 who saw the whole horrible tagey through
r a crack in the blind moreover truth had

been wrung from him aud he would be pro
I duced at the trial indeed a proof of bis evii¬

dence was already forthcoming Also some
specimens of the exlawyers clerks hand-
writing

¬

had been obtained and were declared
I by two experts to be identical with the writt

log on the will One thing however di ¬

turbed him neither tho attorney general nor
Mr Candletou was yet in town sno con-
ference

¬

t wapossible that evening However
both were expected that night the attorney
general from Devonshire and Mr Candleton
from the Continent stho case being first
on the listit was arranged that the confer-
ence

¬

should take pluto at 10 oclock on tho
following morning-

On arriving home Geoffrey was informed
that Lady Honoria was dreine and had I

loft a message saying ho quick and
do lkewis a a gentleman was coming It j

er Accordingly he went to his I

f owth h 1u uL VL LUU laland put on his dress clothes Before going
to the dining room however he said good
night t Efevbo was in bed but not

reached
asleepand aske liar what time she had

I At twenty minutes past 5 daddy ElHe
said promptly

Twenty minutes past 5 Why you dont
mean t say that you were an hour coming
that little wayl Did you get blocked in the
fog

No daddy but
But what dear j

Anne did tell me not tsay
But I tell you to say dear never mind

Anne
Anne stopped and talked tthe ticketman-

for a long long time
v

Oh did shoP ho said
At that moment the parlormaid came to

say that Lady Honoria and the gentleman
were waiting for dinner Geoffrey asked
her casually what time Miss Efflo had reached
homeAbout

halfpast five sir Anne said tho
cab was blocked in the fog I

Very well Tell her ladyship that I shall
be down in a minute J

Daddy mid the child I havent said
my prayer Mother did not come and Anna I

Mi-d it wasnu nonsenseaoout prayers Auntie
did always bear me my prayers

7 UYe dear and swi L There kneel
upon my lap and say

In the middle of the prayers which Eflie
did not remember awell ashe might have
done tho parlormaid rrivOagain

Please sir her
Tell her ladyship I am coming and that

Ion
she

love
is in a hurry she can go tdinner G

Then he kissed her and put her tbe
againDaddy

EfSe said ahe was going shall
IsAuntie Beatrice any morefhI hope s dear

And shall you see her any more You
cant t too her dont you daddyj She did
love you very much II1

Geoffrey could bear it no longer The truth
i is always sharper when it comes from the

mouth of babes and scklng With a hur¬

tiegood night he
the little drawing room he found Lady

Honoria c well d and also her
friend name was Dunstan Geof-
frey

¬

knew him at once for an exceedingly
wealthy man of small birth and less breed-
ing

¬

but a burning and a shining light in the
I

1v + fc Mr Dun was onxinua

0 a
a

to raiss himself in society and he thought
i that notwithstanding her poverty Lady
I louoria might be useful to him in this re-
spect Henco his presence thero tonight

How do you do Geoffrey said hi wife
advancing tgreet himwith a kiss accYou look very well But what an immense
time you have been dressing Poor Mr Dun
stan istarving Let ma see You know Mr
Duustan I think Dinner Mary

Geoffrey apologized for being late and
shook hands politely with Mr Duustan
Saint Duustan he was generally called on ac ¬

count of his rather clerical appearance and
in sarcastic allusion t his somewhat shady
reputation Thea they went into dinner

Sorry there is no lady for you Geoffrey
but you must have had plenty of ladies so ¬

ciety lately By the way how is MissMin
Granger Would you believe it Mr Dun ¬

stan that shocking husband of mino babeen passing tho lat month in the company
of ono of the loveliest girls I over saw who
knows Latin and law and everything else
under tho sun She began by saving his life

they were upset together out of a canoe
you know Isnt it romantic

Saint Dunstan made some appropriate
rather inappropriate remark to the effect
that he hoped Mr Bmgham had mae tho
mot of such unrivaled opportunities add ¬

ing with a deep sigh that no lovely young
woman had ever saved his life that he might
live for her

I Here Geoffreyerbroke in without much cere-
mony

i¬

To him it seemed a desecration to
listen while this porters was making his feeble
jokes about Beatrice I

Well dear ho said addressing his wife
and what have you been doing with yourself

all this time
Mourning for you Geoffrey and enjoying

myself exceedingly in the intervals Wo
have had a delightful time have wo not
Mr Dunstan Mr Dunstan has also been
stavinjr at the Hal you know

How could be otherwise when you were
there Lady Honoria answered the Saint in
that strain of compliment affected by such
men and which t tell the truth jarred on

itobject who was after all a lady
You know Geoffrey she went on ltho

Garsingtons have refurnished the large hall
and their drawing room It cost eighteen
hundred pounds but the result is lovely Tho
drawingroom is done in hand painted white
satin walls and all and tho hal in old oak

IIude he answered reflecting tho while
t Garsingtoa might awell havo
paid some of hidebts before he spent eigh-
teen

¬

bundre pounds on his drawing room
furiture

Then the Saint and Lady Honoria drifted
I intoi a long and animated conversation about
I thei fellow guests which Geoffrey scarcely
tied t follow Inde the dinner was a
dul one for him added little or noth
ngtothestockoftalk

When his wife left the room however het

had tsay something so they spoke of shoot
I ing The Saint had aredeeming featurein I

was somewhat of Isportsman though poor
one and he described tGeoffrey a new pair
of hammerless guns which ho had bought
for a trifling sum of 14guineas recommend ¬

ing the pattern t notice
I Yes answere Geoffrey HI daresay they
are very but you see they are beyond

I me A poor man cannot afford smuch for
a pair of guns

Oh if that is all answere his guest uI
I will sell you these are a little long in
the stock for me and you can pay me when

l you like Or hang it all I have plenty of
guns Ill be generous and give them

i

I
If I cannot afford to be generous Itdon

you
I

I

know who cnP
I Thank you very much Mr Dunstan I

j

answered Geoffrey coldly but I am not in
i the habit of accepting such fromprent myI

acquaintances Will you a glass of
sherylno
normThis

Then shall we join Lady Ho I

I speech quite crushe tho vulgar but
I
not imeaning Geoffrey was sorry I

for a moment after he had made it But j

lIe was weary and out of temper Why did
his wife bring such people tthe house Very I

shortly afterwards their guest took his leave I

I reflecting that Bingham was a conceited ass
j and altogether t much for him And I
dont believe he hagot a thousand a

j year ha refecthimself and that the
title ihis wifes I suppose that is what ho

ji marrieher for Shes a much bettor sortI
is any way though I dont quito

male her out either one cant go very far
i her But she is the daughter of a psor
and worth cultivating but not when Bing
ham is at home not if I know it

j What have you said tMr Dunstan ttmake him go away so soon Geoffrey 1 asked
his wife

Said thim Oh I dont know He of
fcrcd to give me a pair of guns and I told
1 r 11 L< UU acccptprents trom my ac

j quaintances Really Konoria I do not want
to interfere with your way of life but I do

II not understand how you can asociat with
such people athis Mr Dunstn

j
uAssociate with answered Lady

j Honoria Do you suppose I want to asboci
I
I ate with him Do you suppose that I dont
j know what the man isl But hetgar cannot
be choosers he may ba ho has
thirty thousand l year and we simply can-
not

¬

afford t throw away an acquaintance
with thirty thousand a year It is too bad

lof you Geoffrey she went on with rising
temper when you know all that1 must put
up with in our miserable poverty stricken
life to take every opportunity of making
yourself disagreeablei to the people I think it
wise to ask to como and site us Hero I return from comfort t this wretle place
and the first thing you to make n
fuss Mr Dunstan has got boxes at several
of the bet theatres and ho offered tlet mo
hare ono of them whenever I liked anti now-
o course there is an end of it It is t bad
I say

It is really curious Honorla saul ner
husband Ut see what obligations you are
ready to put yourself under in search of-
T r Tfc is not dinntin1 r f xmi frn nfW nfcnbox at theatres from this gentleman

c Nonssnso There is no obligation about
11 If ho gave us a box of course ho would
j it apoint of looking in during the even
I ing and then telling his friends that it was
I Lady lonoria Bingham he was speaJdnltthat is exchange I want t go t the i

theatre ho wants tget into good society
there you have the thing in a nutshell It is
done every day The fact of tho matter iGeoffrey sho went on looking very much ai

though she were about to burst into a food I

of angry tears laI said just now beggars
cannot bo choosers cannot live like the
wife of n bankers clerk I must have some
amusement and some comfort before I bo
come an old woman I you dont like it
why did you entrap mo int this wretched I

m3riagc before I was enough to know
bettr or why do you not make enough
money tkeep me in a way suitable t my
position

j

Wo havo argued that question before
IHonoria said Geoffrey keeping his tempo

with difficulty and now there i anotherthing I wish to say tyou Do you know f
that detestable woman Anne stopped for
more than half anhour at Paddin sta-
tion

¬

this evening flirting with a ticket col¬

lector instead of bringing Effio home at once
as I told liar tdo I omverr

a
ansrry abut

j i

it She is not to brelied on we shall have
some accident the child before we have
done Cannot you discharge her and get an

other nurl
j NoJ I cnnot She i the one comfort

have am I going tfind another woman who can make dresses like Ann1sbesaves mo a hundred a yearI
sbe flirtocl with fifty ticket collectors Psup
poso you got this story from ESo tho cuild
ought to be whipped for tale bearing autl I
daresay that it is not true n-

I

Effio will certainly not bwhipped an
I Ewered Geoffrey sternly warn you tha
I it will go very badly with anybody who layl-
I

i

I a finger on her1
Oh very well ruin tho child Gyour

I own way Geoffrey At any rate am not
I

going t stop here to listen t any more i

abuse Good night and she went
I Geoffrey sat down and lit a cigarette A

pleasant home coming ho thought to him-
self

¬

Ilonoria shall have money as much as
she can spndif I ki myself to get it fcbo
shall 110 it a life what 1 life II
wonder if Beatrice would treat her husband
like thisif ho had one

Ho laughed aloud at the absurdity of the
idea anti then with a gesture of impatienco
threw his cigarette into the the Ouch went to
his room to try anti get some sleep for ho
was thoroughly wearied

CHAPTER XVIL
GEOifFREY WINS ins CAE

117
U

I

uJI lord and gentlemen of the jury Idanot think it necessary to carry my case
any further j
Before 10 oclock on the following morning

i

having already spent two hours over his
brief that he had now thoroughly mastered 1

Geoffrey was afc his chambers which he had
some difficulty in reaching owing to the thick
fog that still hung over London and indeed
all England

To his surprise nothing had been heard
either of tho attorney general or of Mr
Candloton Tho s1citrwere in despair
but he consoled by saying that ono or
the other was sure to turn up in time and
that a few words would suffice to explain the
additional light which had been thrown on
the case He occuIlie his half hour how

I over in maki a rough notes to guide
i him in altogether improbable event of his
I
being called on to open and then went into

j
I court Tho case was first on the list and
thero were 1good many counsel engaged on
the other side Just athe judge took his seat
the solicitor with an expression of dismay

I hande Geoffrey a telegram which had thati

moment arrived from Mr Candleton It was
dated from Calais on the previous night andI

j
I ran Am unable tocrossou account of thick
j fog You had better get somebody else in

Parsons and Douse
And we havent got another brief prepare said tho agonized solicitor Whatjjj

j more I can hear nothing of the attorney
I
general and his clerk does not seem to knoW

I where ho is You must ask for an adjourn-
ment

¬

Mr Bingham you cant manage the
I

alonecsVery well said Geoffrey and on the castI being called he rose cad stated the circum-
stances to the court But the court was
crusty It had got tho fog down its learned

I throat and altogether it didnt seem to see itMoreover the other side marking itadvan-
tage objected strongly The witnesses
brought at great expense were there his

I lordshipwathere tho jury was there if this
case anot taken there was no other with
which they could go on etc eteI Tho court took the same view and letureGeoffrey severely Every counsel a case
the court rememberedTvhen ifrwas at the bar
used tbe able topen that case at a mo-
ments

i

notice and though things had it im-
plied

¬

no doubt detriortet1considerableextent since thos pamy days overcounsel
ought still tbprepared t son mergency

Of course however i he Geoffrey told
the court that ho was absolutely unprepaeto go on with the case it would no op
tion but to grant an adjournment

ul1 am perfectly prepared tgo on with iti
my lord Geoffrey interposed calmly

Very wel said the court in a mollified
tone go on I havo no doubt that
the learned attorney general will arrive pres-
ently

Thou ainot unusual in 1 probate suit
folowean argument atwho should Open

plaintf or the defendant Geoffrey
this right clearly lay with him

and the opposing counsel raised no great objection thinking that they would do well Ito
leave tho opening in the hands of a rather in
experienced man who would very likely
work his side more harm than good So
somewhat to tho horror of the solicitors
who thought with longing of the eloquence
of the attorney general and the unrivaled ex-
perience

¬

and finesse of Mr Candleton Geof
frey vacle upon to open the cam for thn

propounding the first will
Ho rose without fear or hesitation and

with but ole prayer In his heart that no un
timely attorney general would put in an
pcaraucc He had got his chance the up
for which many ablo men have to wait long
years and ho low it and meant tmako tho
most of It Naturally n brilliant speaker
ucorrrojr vrca rL na so many goon spcuctrra
Ire subject to fits of nervousness and he-
w moreover thoroughly master of isis case
In five minute judge jury and counsel wero
ell listening to him with attention in ton
thoy were absorbed in the lucid and succinct
statement cf tho ftc ts which ho was unfold
Ing tthem His ghost theory was at first
received with a smile but presently counsel
on tho other side ceased to smile and began
to look uneasy If ho could provo what ho
said there was an end of their case When
ho had been speaking for about forty mnutes
ono of tho opposing counsel intrruptel him
with some remark and at moment ho
noticed the attorney generals cIerI was talk
ing tthe solicitor beneath

Bother it he is coming thought Geof
frey

But no the solicitor bending forward in
formed him that tho attorney general had
been unavoidably detained by some impor
taut government matter and had returned
bis brief

Well we must get on as we can qeof
frey said

Iyou rontinuo like that we shall got on
very well whispered tho solicitor and then
Geoffrey know that ho uac doing well

uY0 Mr Bingham said his lordship
Than Geoffrey went on with his statemQnt
At lunch time it was a question whether

another leader should be briefed Geoffrey
said that sfar ahe was concerned he coullget on alone He know every point
case and ho had got a friend to take note
for him while he was speaking

After some hesitation the solicitors decided
not to brief fresh counsel at this stage of tho
cause buttleave it entirely in his hands

It would bo useless to follow tho details of
this remarkable will suit which lasted two
days and attrctmuch attention Geoffrey
won it won triumphantly ills ad
dress tthe jury on the whole case woe long
remembre in tho courts rising ait did to

very high of forensic eloquence Few
who saw It ever forgot the sight of his hand-
some face and commanding presence as ho
crushed the case of Ins like an egg
shell and then with oppnent

overwhelming
forco denounced tho woman who with her Illover had concocted the cruel plot that robbed If
her uncle of life and her cousins of thai

I °
Jproperty till at tho last pointing towardher with outstretched Land he br nde beltthe jqry ss a murderess

Few in that crowded court have forgotten
tthe tragic scene that followed when the
tremblingwoman worn out by the long mix
iiety of thin trial and utterly unnerved by her
accusers brilliant invective rose from her
set and cried

Wo lid itit is true that we did it to get
the money but wo did not mean t frighten
1him to death ali then fell fainting to the
ground or Geoffrey Bmghauis quiet wordsahe sat down

My lord anti gentlemen of the jury I do
inot think it necessary to carry iry caso any
ifurther

There was no applause the occasion watoo dramatically solemn but tho impression
made both upon the court and the outside t

public to whom such a scene is peculiarly
fitted to appeal was deep and lasting

Geoffrey himself was under little delusion
about tho matter Ho had no conceit in his
composition but neither lund ho any false
modesty Ho merely accepted the situation
us really powerful men do accept such cuts

with thankfulness but without surprise
He had got his chance at last and like any
other able man whatever his walk of life ho
had risen tit That was nl1 Most men gel
tuichchnncc in some shape or form and art

j unabldtO avail themselves of thorn Geoffrey
was one of the exceptions as Beatrice had

I
l said he was born to succeed As be sat downI he know that he was manImaoiI And yet whileI he homo that night
I his ears still ftuiioftlie congratulations which
had rained in on hit from every quarter he
was conscious of a certain pride Ho will1

I have fe tnGeoffrey felt that night whoso
lot it has been to fight long and strenuously

I against circumstances so adverse as to bo al¬

mot overwhelming knowing in his heart
that he was born to lead and not to follow
and who at last by one mental effort with no

I friendly hand to help and no friendly voicet guide hasucceeded in bursting a road
through the difficulties which hemmed him
in and has suddenly found himself not above
competition indeed but still in a position to
met it Ho will not have been too proud of
that endeavor it wi ave seemed but a little
thing to hima thing full of fault and im-
perfections and falling far of his ideal1
Ho will not oven have attached too great a
weight to his success because if ho is a person
of this caliber ho must remember how small
it is when all i said and done that oven iin
his day there are those who can beat him on
his own ground and also that nil world y
success like tho most perfect flower yet beau
in it tho elemeutof decay But he will havo

rfect vith humble satisfaction on thou
years of natient strivinr nh no o +

llength lifted him to an eminence whence he
can climb on and on scarcely encumbered by
the jostling crowd till at length worn out
the time comes for him to fall

j
So Geoffrey thought and felt The thing

was to be lone and he had done it Honoria
should have money now sho should no longer

bable to twit him with their poverty Yes
and nbetter thought sti Beatrico would be
glad to hear of his triumph

He reached home rather late Honoria was
going outtdinner a distinguished cous
in and was already dressing Geoffrey had
delne the invitation which was a short
ono because be did not think that ho would
be back from chambers in time to avail hims of it In his enthusiasm however ho

event
wont this wifes room t tell her of tho

Well she said what have you been do
iing I think hatYou might have arranged

i tcome out with me It does not look welj imy going out smuch by myself Oh I
jgot of course you are in case

I
I uYethat is I n I have won the case
Here is a very fair reportof it in The St
James Gazette if you care to read itJ Good heavens Geoffrey I How can youI

expect metread ithat stuff when I am
dressing 1

j I dont expect you to Honoria only as I
I
say I have won the case and I shall got
plenty of work

jj Will you frljim
row

glad to hearit Perhaps
f we shal boabje to escape from this horrid
flat you do Thero Anne Jo vous 1aii
bien dit cette robe ne me va pas bien

Male milady la robe va parfaitement
That is your opinion grumbled Lady

Honoria Well it isnt mine But it witI
I
have t do Good night Geoffrey I dart
say you will have gone to bed when I
get back audsbe was gone f

j Geoffrey picked up his St Tames Gazette
with a sight Hajfelt hurt audfknew that he

i was I fool for his pains Lad Honoria was
not a sympathetic person It was not fair texpect it from her Still ho felt hurt He
went upstairs and heard Effio her prayers

j Where hI you been daddylto the
Smoky The Temple was euphemitcally known to Efllo athe Smoky

j uYe dear
You go to the Smoky Town t make

braand butter dont you daddy
uYc dear tmakebread and butter
And did you make any daddy

You Efflo a good deal today
Then whnro iitl In your pocket
No love not exactly I won lbis law

BUIC toaay anti 1 shall get a great many pcn
flies for it

uOb answered Effio meditatively ulam
glad that you did win daddy You do liko
to win doesnt you daddy dear

Yes love I

Then I will givo you a kiss daddy becanto you did win and she suited the
to theword t acton

Geoffrey wept frorn tim little room with a
oftnpl h 1T 1= n1u = u u bUUU uln

nero
Then he sat down and wrote a long letter

to Beatrice tejling her all about the trial
and not sparing her his reasons for adopting
each particular tactic and line of argument
which conduced ttutu great result

And though lettt was four sheets in
length ho know Beatrice would not bo
bored afr havin to read it

CHAPTER XVIII
TInIUSIXG STAR

As might be expected the memorable case
of Parsons and Douse proved tho turning
point in Geoffreys career which was thence-
forward one pf brilliant and startling sue
eec On the very next morning when ho
reached his chambers it was to hurl threo
heavy briefs awaiting him and they provedtbo but the heralds of an uninterrupted
flow of lucrative business

Of course ho was not a queens counsel
but now that his great natural powers of
advocacy lund become generally known olic-
itorsi frequently ofnployed him alone or gavo
him another junior 0 that ho might bring
those powers to hear upon juries Now it
was too that Geoffrey reaped the fruits of
tho arduous legal studies which he had fol-
lowed

¬

without cessation from tho time when
ho found liimscI thrown upon his own re-
sources which had mado csound lawyer-
of him as well asS a brilliant and effective
advocate Soon even with his great capac-
ity for work he liurlas much business as ho

coul attend to When fortune gives good
gifts sho generally does so with a lavisht

hand
Thus it came to pass that about three t

weeks after the trial of Parsons and Douse
Geoffreys unclo the solicitor died and
his surprise left him twenty thousand poundst

believing ho said in his will which was
dated three days before the testators death

that this sum will assist him to rise to tin
head of his profession

Now that it had dawned upon her that her
husband really was a success Honorias man-
nerj towards him modified very considerably
jShe even became amiable and once or twice
ialmost affectionate When Geoffrey told her
of the twenty thousand pounds she was ri

diantWhy
wo shall bo ablo to go back to Bol

ton street now she said and aluck will1
have it our old house is to let I saw a bill
in the window yesterday

Yes ho said you can go back as soonayou like-
lAnd can we keepa carriage

No not yet I ism doing well but not
weIanmud far that Next veer i I lva

i
1II

I

you will be able to have a carriage 7oncbegin to grumble Honorio I have got 150
to spare andiyou caro tcome round to a
jewelers you can spend it on what you like

Oh you delightful person said his wife
So they went round to the jewelers and

Lady Honoria bought orament to tim value
of 150 and carried homo and hung
verthern aanother close of woman might
hang over list born child admiring them
with a tender ecstasy Whenever ho had Isum of money that ho could afford to part
with Geoffrey would talus her thus to ajewelers or 1 dressmakers and stand by
coldly while she bought things to its value
Lady llpnoria was delghtc It never entered
iinto her mind that a betiso ho was taking a
irevenge upon her and that every fresh chibition of her rejoicings over the good things
thus provided added to his contempt for her

Those were happy days for Lady Honoria
Sho rejoiced in this return of wealth like a
schoolboy nt the coming of tbo holidays or a
luaU frozen wanderer at the rising of the sun
She hud been miserable as miserable as her
nature admitted of during all this night of
poverty Now sins was happy again as she
understood happiness for Lady Konoria
bred educated civilizedwhat you will
out of the mOQhuman passions had replaced
them by idol worship of wealth or
rather of what wealth brings It gave her-
a positive physical satisfaction Her beauty
which had begun to fade came back to her
She llooked five years younger And all the
while Geoffrey watched her with an ever
growing scorn

Once it broke out The Bolton street house
had been furnished he hud given her fifteen
hundred pounds to do it and with whatI
thinbthey already owned she managed very

on that They moved into it and Hono ¬

ria had set herself up with I sufficient supplyI
of grand dresses and jewelry suitable to her
recovered position One day however it
occurred to her that Effle was a child of
markable beauty who if properly dressedre
would look very nice in tho drawing room attea time So she ordered a lovely costume
for herthis deponent is not able to describe
itbut it consisted largely of velvet and lacej

Geoffrey heard nothing of this dress but
coming homo rather early ole afternoon it

t was on Saturday he found the child being
shown off t a room ful of visitors and
dressed in a strange wonderful attire i

with which not unnaturally sho was vastly
pleased Ho scud nothing at the time but
when at length the dropping fire of callers
bad
that ceaedre

he asked who had put Efflo into

I did saidLady Honoria and 1 pretty Ipenny it hacost I can tlyou But I cant
have the child come own so poorly clothed I

1n= n+ 1v VI
Then she can stay upstairs said Geoffrey

frowning
What do you mean 1 asked his wifoI I mean that I will not have her decked

out in those fine clothes They are quite un ¬

suitable to her age There is plenty of time
for her to take to vanity

I really dont understand you Geoffrey
Why should not the child bo

I dressed handsomely

Why not Great heaven Honoria do you
suppose that I want to see Elite grow up like
you to lead a life of empty pleasure seeking
idlenessi and make a god of luxury I had
rather see herhe was going to add Cdearfrt but checke himself and said havetwork for living Dress yourself up amuch ayou like but leave the child alone

i Lady Honoria was furious but she was
also a little frgltnN She had never
herd her speak quite like this before and there was something underneath his

11words that she did not quitundertnrlI Still less did she when on tho
Monday Geoffrey suddenly told her that he
hal 50 for her to spend as she liked then
accompanied her to n mantle shop and stood
Ipatiently by smiling coldly while she invested
it in lace and embroideries Honoria thought I

Jthat he was nialIur reparation for his sharp t

words and so he was but to himself and in
another sense Every time he gave her money
In this fashion Geoffrey felt like lman whot

jhad paid offa debt of honor She had taunted
him again and again with her poverty the
poverty she said that no had brought on her
for every taunt ho would heap upon her all
thoso things In which her soul delighted He
would glut her with wealth as in her hour of
victory Queen Tomrrl glutted dead Cyrus
with the blood mit crII CHAR XXGEOFFREV HAS A TI3ITOB
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And Beatrice bad she fared better during
thee long months Alas not at all She
had gone away from the Bryngelly Station
on that autumn morning of farewell sic at
heart and sick at heart she had remained
Through all the long winter months sorrow
and bitterness had been her portion anti noWin tlio happiness of spring sorrow and bitter
ness were with her still Sho loved him she
longed for his presence and it was denie to
her Sho could not console as soma
womo can nor did her deep passion wear
way on the contrary it seemed to grow
and gather with every passing week Neither
did she wis to lose it sho loved too
w ell for that It was better to bo thus tor-
mented by conscience and by hopelessness
than to lose her cause of pain

One consolation Beatrice had and one only
sho know that Geoffrey did Ot forget her
His letters told her this Tie o letters in
deed wore everything to hma woman onus
got so much more comfort out of a letter than
nman Next to receiving them she loved to
answer them She was a good und oven a
brilliant letter writer but often and often
sho would tear up what she had written and
eginagaia There was not much news in
Eryngelly Iwas difficult to mako her letters Also the farcicalamusing nature of tho

proceeding seemed to paralyze her It
was ridiculous having so much to say to bo
ablo to say nothing Not that Beatrice wish-
ed to indite love letters sucli an idea never
Jcrossed her mind but rather to write athey hind talked Yet when sho tried to dosthe re5tlt were not satisfactory to her
tho words looked strange on paper sho couldt

not send them
In Geoffreys meteor like advance to fame

and fortune sho took the keenest joy and in-

terestfat more than he did indeed Though
lko of most other intelligent creatures i

soul turned with loathing from the dreary
fustian ot politics she would rclgiousrslchthe parliamentary columns frm beginning
to end on tho chance of finding his name or
tho notice of a speech by him The law reportalto furnished her with I happy hunt
ing ground in which she often found her
game

But they were miserable month To rise
in tho morning to go thruh of
daily duty thinking of Geoffrey t como
home wearied anti finally to seek refuge in
sleep and dreams of him this was the sum of
them Thoro were other trouble To begin
with things had gona from bad to worse at
the vicarage iho tithes scarcely camo in at
all and every day their poverty pmcned them
closer Had itnot been for Beatrices salarv

I

fl

I It adifficult to seo how tie family cudI h ave continued to ezist She gave it almosall ther Lather now only keeping a
very sl sum for horI

and sundriesas stampsnercloting
t per Even then Elizabeth grumbled bitterly

o lierextravngaace in continuing to buy ndaiypaprDing what business sho had to
Sxpence awek on such a needlSss lus-

uryi Beatrice could not make up her
iI
mind tdock tho paper with itoccasional
mention of Geoffrey

Again Owen Davies was nperpetual anx
iety to her His infatuation for herl was

I11becoming notorious everybdyBw except
her father Mr was soccu
pied with questions connected with tithe that
ifortunately for Beatrice little else could fled
an entry Owen doggoher about ho would
wait wholo hours outido the school or by thot

vicarage gate merely to speak a few words tot

her Sometme when at length she appeared
ho to be struck dumb he could say
inothing but would gaze at her with his dull
e> e in a fashion that filled her with vague
alarm He never ventured indeed to speak
to her of love but he loke it which wax I

almost as bad thing was that ho
had grown jealous Tho which E-iZbeth had planted in his sehad brought
forth abundantly though of course Beatrice
did not that this vaher sister doing

On tho very morning that Geoffrey went
I away Mr Davies had met her as she awalking back from the station and akeher
j if Mr Bineham had gone When repUethat this was so sho had distinctly hedmurmur Thank God Thank God Subsequently sho discoverealso that he bribed
the old postman keep count of the letterwhich she sent and received from Geoffrey

These things filled Beatrice with alarm but
I there was worse behind Mr Davies begant send her suchprntf thingaij prizopigeons 0
pigeons and fowl sho could not well return

i without exciting remark but the jewelry sho
sent back by ono of the school chidrenFirst
came 1bracelet then a locket photo
graph inside and lastly a case that when
she opened it which her curiosity led her to
do nearly blinded her with light It was a
1 diamond necklace and she had nover even
seen such diamonds before but from their
size and luster sho knew that each steno mustbo worth hundreds of pounds Eeatrica pat
it in her pocket and carried it until she met
him which she did iathecourseof that afterI
non

Mr Davies she said before ho could
speak and handing him tho package this
has been sent to me by mistake Will you
kindly tko it bacfHe took it lair uavies sue sid looiang mm ion in
tho eye HI hope that thero will bo no more
such mistakes Please understand that I can-
not

¬

accept presents from you

IMi Bnghahad sent it you would
have accepted ho muttered sulkily

Beatrice turned and flashed such a look on
him that ho fell back and left her But it
was true and she knew that it was teIf Geoffrey had gived her a sixpence with
a hole In it sho would have vaue it moro
thaall the diamonds on 01I what a
position was hers And it was wrong toj She had no right to love tho husband of an

t other woman But right or wrong the fact
reIned she did love hint

I the worst of it wits that sooner or
later all this about Mr Davie ashe welI

I knew must come to the ears of her
j and then what would happen Ono thing wax

certain In his present poverty stricken con-
ditionI ho would move heaven and earth tbrng about her marriage to this rich mal

I father novel hind boon very scrupulous

where money was concerned and the pinch of
want was not likely to mako him moro sNor we may bo sure did all this escape thus
jealousj eyes of Elizabeth Things looked
black for her but sho did not intend tthrow
up tIle cards on that account Only it was
time tlead trumps In other words Beatrice
must bo fatally compromised in the eyes of
Owen Davies if by any means this could be
brought about So far things had gone well
Coher schemes Beatrice and Geoffreyloved
each other of that Elizabeth was certain
But the existence of this secret underhand
affection would avail her naught unless it
could be constue into acts Everybody ifree tindulge secret predilections but
once they give them way if onco a womans
qjiaracter is compromise then the worldI

avail itself itopportunities and destroys
What man thought Elizabeth wouldI

nay a compromised woman If Beatrice
could be compromised Owen Davies would
not take her to wife therefore this must be
brought about

It soundwickeand unnatural uImpssible sster should so treat ssterreadjr hiztecymaysay thinkingof belowand of her afectonat and respectable
surroundings i not impossible Iyou who doubt will study the law reportand no worse occupation can bo 7ishO you
you wifind that such things are possible

nature can rise to strange heights and
it can also fall to depths beyond your fathom ¬

ing Because a thing is without parallel in
your own small experience it in no way fol-
lows

¬

that it cannot bElizabeth wire a very remorseless person
sho was more sho was nwoman actuateby
passion and by greed the two strongest mo-
tives

t¬

known to the human heart But with
her remorselcssness she unitea considerable
degree of intelligence or rather of intellect
Had sho been a savage sho might have removed her sister from her path by a moro
expeditious way being what she was sheii liiUitJijr oti u v u MJ cjacww vuu ct4i4u cnu cya
method not punishable by lawin short by
murdering her reputation Would she bo re-
sponsible

¬

i her sister went wrong and was
thus utterly discredited in tho eye of this
man who wished to marry her and whom
Elizabeth wished to marry Of course not

i tat was Beatrices nai But sho could
give her every chance falling into tempta-
tion

¬

and this it was her fixed design to do
I Circumstances soon gasp her an opportu-
nity

¬

The need of money bccanaa very press-
ing

¬

i at the vicarage They had literally no
longer tho wherewithal to live The tithe

I payers absolutely refused to fulfill their obli-
gations

¬

As it happened Jones the man who
had murdered the auctioneer wits never
brought to trial He died shortly after his
arrest in I ft delirium tremens and ncr
v ous prostration brought on by the sudden
cessation of a supply of stimulant and aeexample was lost that ho been duly
hung might have been made of the results of
derin tho law Mr Granger anow topoor to institute any further proceedings
which in tho state of public feeling in Wales
might or might not succeed ho could only
submit and submission meant beggary In¬

dee ho aalready a beggar In this stato
o he took counsel with Elizabeth
pointing out that they must either get money
or starve Now tho only possible way to get
money was by borrowing it end Mr Gran
gers suggestion was that he should apply to
Owen Davies who had plenty Indeed ho
would havo clone so long ago but that the
quire had the reputation of being an exceed
jiugly close fisted man

But this proposition did not at suit
Elisabeths book Her great object nbentto conceal Davies desires a regards
Beatrice from her father anti her dailyl dread
wits that ho might become acquainted with
them from borne outside source Sho knew
very well that if her father went up to tho-
Cnstlo to borrow money it would bo lent cr
rather given freely enough but sho also
know that the lender would almost certainlyl
take the opportunity the very favorable op-
portunity

tc
to unfold his wishes as regards tho

borrowers daughter The ono thing would1

naturally lead to the other tho promise of
liar fathers support of Owens suit would bo
the consideration for the money receivedL

How gladly that support would bo given was
also obvious to her and with her father
pushing Beatrico on the ono side and Owen
Davies pushing her on the other how could
Elizabeth bo sure that she would not yield
Beatrice would bo tho very person to be car
tied away by an idea of duty Their father
would tell her that ho had got the money on
this understindins and it was aulto possible

0 I

f

that her pride mlgct forms1 Herto IU2C 4
bond thus given however distasteful th
deed might be to her personally No ha-
father mast at all hazards be prevented fron-
seeking assistance from Owen Davies Am
yet the money must be had mom somewher
or they would bo ruined

Ah sho had Geoffrey Bmgham shonlif
lend the money Ho could well afford il
now and she shrewdly guessed that ho woula
not grudge the coat off his back if he thought
that by giving it ho might directly in-
directly help Beatrice Her father must gd-

pi to town to see him she would have n4
letter writing one never knows how a lettej
may bo read Ho nut tea Mr Biagbanv
and if possible bang him down toBryngslly
In a moment every detail of tho plot became

clear to Elizabeths mind and then sh

spokoYou
must not go to Mr Davies father

she said ho is a hard nina and would onlV
refuse and put you in a faLse position yoq
must go to Mr Bingham Listen ho is ricH
now and ho is very food of you and o
Beatrice Ho will lend you a hundred pound <

at once You must 50 to London by thd
early train tomorrow and drive straight t-

his chambers and see him It will cost tired
pounds to get there arid back but that can
not bo helped it is safer than writing and
am sure that you will not go for nothing
And see here father bring Mr Binghain
back with you for a few days if you cart Is
will bo a little return for his kindness and 1
know that ho is not well Beatrice lied ef
letter from him in which he said that he wad
so overworked that ho thought ho roust take
a little rest soon Bring him back for Whiw
sunday

Mr Granger hesitated demurred ancj
finally yielded The weak querulous olii
mariner clergyman worn out with many daily
cares and quito unsupported by mental rel
sources was but a tool in Elizabeths abli
hands He did not indeed feel any hamfliaJ
tion at the idea of trying to borrow the cashJ
for his nature was trot finely strung and
money troubles had made him callous to th4
verge of unscrupulousness but ha did not
like the idea of a journey to London wher
ho had not been for more than twenty years
and the expenditure that it entailed Still
he acted as Elizabeth bade him even to keep
ing the expedition secret from Beatricej
Beatrice as liar sister explained to him was
proud as Lucifer and might raise objection
f the know that ho was going to London ta
borrow money of Mr Binghain This in ¬

deed she would certainly have done
On the following afternoon it> was the

Friday before Whitsunday and the last day
of tho Easter sittings Geoffrey sat in his

olughly stale and worn out with work There
was a consultation going oa and his client aj
pig headed Norfolk farmer who was bend
jpon proceeding to trial with some e traor-
hkiyd actloii for trespass against his own

llandlord was present with his solicitor 4

Geoffrey in a few short clear words had ex
pilcined tho absurdity of the whole thing audi
ctronglv advised hint to mettle for the clienft JJ-

iad
J

h icslsted on seeing him rofusins to ba puSj j
aff with a written opinion But the farmer 1

reet not satisfied and the solicitor was
emdeavoring to let the pure light of law into
tho darkness of his injured soul

Geoffrey threw himself back in his chair
pmshed the dark hair from his brow and prel
tended to listen But in a minute his mind
was far away Heavens how tired ho wash
Well thero would bo rest for a few days tillf
Tuesday when ho had a matter that must bo
attended tothe house had risen and so had
tho courts What should ho do with himself
Honoria wished to go and stay with he
brother Lord Garsmgton and for a wooden
to take Effie with her He did notlifce it but
ho supposed that ho should have to consent
Ono tiling was ho would not go Ho could
cot endure Garsington Duastan and all their
set Should ho run down to Bryngelly The
temptation was very great that would bis
happiness indeed hut his common sense pro
wailed against it No it was better that ha
should not go there He would leave Bryn
golly alone If Beatrice wished him to come
she would have said so and she had never
oven hinted at such a thing and if she had he
did not think that ho would have gone But
ho lacked the heart to go anywhere else Hs
would stop in town rest and read a novel
for Geoffrey when ho found time was not
above this frivolous occupation Possibly
under certain circumstances ho might even
have been capable of writing cne At thaW
moment his clerk entered and handed him a
slip of paper with something written on it
Ho opened idly and read fRev Mr Granger to ruse you Told hint
you were engaged but ho said ho would
wait

Geoffrey started violently so violently than
both the solicitor and the obstinate farmer
looked up

Tell the gentleman I will see him in a
minute ho said to the retreating clerk and
then addressing the farmer Well sir I
have said oil that I have to say I cannot
advise you to continue this action Indeed
if you wish to do so you must really direct
your solicitor to retain some other counsel
as I will not bo a party to what can only
mean a waste of money Good afternoon
and ho rose

The farmer was convoyed out grumbling
In another moment Mr Granger entered
dressed in a somewhat threadbare suit o
black and his thin white hair hanging of
usual over his eyes Geoffrey glanced at hint
with apprehension and as he did so noticed
that he had aged greatly during the lastf
coven months Had ho come to tell him socw
ill news 01 JSeatnce tnac see was ui or usau-
or going to bo married

How do you do Mr Granger ho said as-
ho stretched out Iris hand and controlling hU-
voicoas well as ho could How are you
This is a roost unexpected pleasure

How do you do Mr BinghamF answered
tho old man while ho seated himself nerv-
ously

¬

in a choir placlag his lint with a trem-
bling

¬

hand upon the floor beside him Yes
thank you I am pretty well not very grand i

worn out with trouble as the sparks fly up ¬

ward he added with a vague automatic
recollection of the scriptural quotation

I hope that Miss Elizabeth and Bo thai
your daughters are well also said Geoffrey
unablo to restrain his anxiety

Yes yes thank you Mr Bingbam Eliza-
beth

¬

isnt very grand either complains of a
jpain in her chest a little bilious perhaps
she always is bilious in the spring

And Miss Beatrice
Oh I think shes well very quiet you

know end a little palo perhaps but she it
ialways quiet a strange woman Beatrice
Mr Bingham a very strange woman quito
beyond me I do not understand her and
dont try to Not like other women at oil
takes no pleasure in things seemingly curi-
ous

¬

with her good looks very curious But
nobody understands Beatrice

Geoffrey breathed a sigh of relief And
how are tithes being paid Mr Granger
Not very grandly I fear I saw that sconnr
drel Jones died in prison

Mi Granger woke up at once Before ha
had been talking almost at random the sub-
ject

¬

of his daughters did not greatly interest
him What did interest him was this money
question Not was it vary wonderful that
poor narrow minded old man had thought
about money till ho could scarcely find room
for anything elsa indeed nothing else realty
touched him closely Ho broke into n long
story of his wrongs and drawing a paper
mom nis breast pocizet with snaking ffuge
pointed out to Geoffrey how his clerical in
como for the last six months had been at thrate of only forty pounds a year upon which
sum even a Welsh clergyman could not con
eider himself passing rich Geoffrey listened
and sympathized then caaia a rae

j This story was commenced In THE SCTfDAt
HEIIALD on June to Back numbers cat
be obtained at this ofllce1
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LADIES IF YOU WANT THE BEST
Thread for band or machine sewing use
Clarks mile end white thread wound
on black spools Black and colored on
white spools For sale by S Kellner NewDry Goods store 205 and 207 South Mainstreet
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